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Gimmicky gadgets or a 21st century necessity? Melvyn Atkins investigates the
case for introducing tablet technology to the classroom...
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* "By the end of 2015 the percentag @ of tablets wil have TISEN
to 22 per cent of all pupﬂ—facmg computers”
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There is a range of different tablet based devices available, each
with assorted benefits and limitations. Understanding each
product, its key features, and how it can be used within the
school environment will assist an educational establishment
with its choice of tablet computer investment.

There has certainly been a lot of vocalisation in the market
about Apple’s iPad, for example, with many schools (including
Honywood in Essex, pictured on these pages) adopting this
technology. In my mind it is a great piece of hardware — but my
job was to consider if it was right for our educational
environments. It’s by no means the only option of course — just a
year after its launch in 2010, it was joined by the first generation
of tablet computers produced by industry leading hardware
manufacturers, including Samsung, Motorola, Lenovo, Toshiba,

Acer and Asus. These devices utilised Google’s mobile OS,
Android. Several other tablet devices have since joined the
marketplace based on proprietary OS, including Research In
Motion’s Blackberry Playbook and HP’s TouchPad.

Ultimately, for us, it turned out to be the Avantis LearnPad
that best suited our needs. Geared specifically for use within
learning and teaching, the hardware and content of the device
showed an appreciation of the needs of schools; it’s very
manageable and easy to network, and the price was
significantly less than many of its rivals. Your school may require
a different solution — and the only way to identify it is to make
sure you are as familiar as possible with all the options.
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