LESSON
PLAN

Broaden students’
horizons by exploring
some spooky
celebrations,
suggests Liz
Fotheringham…

TODAY
YOU
WILL...
>EXPLORE THE
DIFFERENCES AND
SIMILARITIES IN
TRADITIONS AND BELIEFS
ACROSS A RANGE OF
CULTURES
>DEVELOP STRATEGIES
FOR ENGAGING WITH
AUTHENTIC TEXTS
RESOURCES

Offering insights into other cultures is one of the unique
ways in which languages can contribute to the curriculum as
it not only opens up the outside world to students but also
gives them the chance to reﬂect on their own culture and
values. Almost any context can be given a ‘cultural’ twist, but
looking at traditions or holidays such as Hallowe’en can be
particularly fruitful. This is not only a theme that students can
relate to (anything ghoulish and grim always seems to go

STARTER ACTIVITY
Show students a series of images
relating to summer and winter seasons,
such as weather, activities, clothing etc.
Get them to talk to each other about
the pictures. Depending on the level of
the class it could be the simple
equivalent of “It’s cold” or “They are
wearing coats” to “I think it’s cold
because.....” or “When it’s warm I......”.
Challenge pupils to come up with a title
in the target language for the images as
a whole (e.g. ‘Seasons, summer and
winter’). If the vocabulary for seasons is
not familiar then this is the opportunity
to introduce it.
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SCARE
TACTICS

MAIN ACTIVITIES
1

INTRODUCING
HALLOWE’EN

Explain to the class that there are
some festivals that mark the
transition from summer to winter
and vice versa and that these in
turn are often linked to other

down well) but is also one that can be linked to many
festivals around the world that share some common
elements, such as La Toussaint in France, Día de los Muertos
in Mexico and other Central and South American countries,
Walpurgisnacht in Northern Germany and Nordic countries,
and Qing Ming and/or the Hungry Ghosts festivals in China.
It also gives pupils an opportunity to experience a range of
authentic web based resources such as text and video.

religious festivals or beliefs
across many cultures. Show
them some images relating to
Hallowe’en; it could be a ‘slow
reveal’ PowerPoint where a bit
more is shown as pupils
respond to some simple
questions. Explain that
Hallowe’en is one such
festival, and get learners to tell

each other as much as they can
about it in the target language
using the vocabulary they
already know. This might just be
saying the date, or short phrases
such as “You can see a black
cat”; or coming up with
sentences in which they say
what they do or wear.
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DECODING TEXT

Give the class a text to read in
the target language about
Hallowe’en – its origins, history
and traditions. The complexity
will depend on the ability and
level of the class, and students
should be told that there may
be words they don’t recognise,
but that they should try to work
out as much as possible before
using dictionaries. The text
could be presented on a series
of cards to make it more
accessible and less daunting. It
could also be divided into
chunks with pupils split into
different groups working on a
particular section; they then
form new groups, one pupil
from each of the subgroups,
and report back to each other
what they have found out.

3

SHARING
STRATEGIES

Once the class has established
some of the key facts about
Halloweens, get them to share
what strategies they used to
decode the text in a
mini-plenary; these are likely to
include working out the
meaning from the context and
the use of cognates. Then tell
them that they are going to use
the same strategies to
familiarise themselves with
some more key Halloween
vocabulary such as bat,
vampire, ghost, pumpkin, devil,
dead, candle, to dress up etc.
This vocabulary can be
presented in the form of a
domino game with pupils
matching a picture of word to a
deﬁnition of that word in the
target language. Give students
the opportunity to use the
vocabulary in conversations
about the festival.

SUMMARY
Once students have had a
chance to ﬁnd out some
information this could be pooled
together in the form of a Venn
diagram, which shows what
elements the different traditions
have in common and which are
unique. The lesson then could
be rounded off with a quiz or a
fun song such as “Süßes oder
Saures” (Trick or treat)
tiny.cc/t2yalw; “C’est
l’hallowe’en” http://tiny.cc/
a8yalw; or “Los esqueletos”
"http://tiny.cc/3jzalw".

INFO BAR
+ STRETCH
THEM FURTHER

+ YOU MIGHT LIKE TO POINT OUT
HOW HALLOWE’EN IS SPREADING TO
COUNTRIES LIKE FRANCE, WHERE
TRADITIONALLY IT HAS NOT BEEN
CELEBRATED, BECAUSE OF THE
INFLUENCE OF COMMERCIAL
CONSIDERATIONS. YOU COULD,
FOR EXAMPLE SHOW STUDENTS
THE IMAGE OF 8,000 PUMPKINS
NEAR THE EIFFEL TOWER WHICH
WERE USED TO ADVERTISE FRANCE
TELECOM’S SERVICES –
HTTP://TINY.CC/7XH9KW OR
HTTP://TINY.CC/57H9KW , OR A
SHORT VIDEO CLIP IN WHICH
PEOPLE ARE INTERVIEWED ABOUT
HOW MUCH THEY KNOW ABOUT
HALLOWE’EN AND CHILDREN ARE
SHOWN DRESSING UP:
HTTP://TINY.CC/I828KW.
FOR STUDENTS OF GERMAN THERE
IS A SERIES OF SHORT VIDEOS
HTTP://DE.WIKI-VIDEOS.COM, EACH
LASTING 45 SECONDS, ON A HUGE
RANGE OF TOPICS WHICH COULD
BE SHOWN.

+ ABOUT
THE EXPERT
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Liz Fotheringham is
an experienced MFL
teacher, former
regional subject
adviser for the
secondary curriculum
and trainer with
the Network
for languages.

HOME LEARNING

> Pupils could do further
research and then produce a
presentation, a poster, an audio
recording or a role play, such as
a question and answer type
interview, of their ﬁndings.

COMPARING TRADITIONS

Remind students of the date of Hallowe’en and establish with
them what the meaning of the word is. Tell them that although
Hallowe’en may exist in the target language countries, it is not
necessarily the main festival at that time of the year. Introduce this
idea to the students with some images e.g. La Toussaint – people
visiting cemeteries and taking chrysanthemums to lay on graves in
cemeteries; Día de los Muertos – decorating graves with
marigolds, taking presents and sweets, lighting candles, symbols
such as skeletons and skulls made of sugar and sweets;
Newweling – traditional coiled candles from Mainz, lit on
November 2nd; Walpurgisnacht – celebrated six months after
Hallowe’en to mark the end of the darker part of the year by
lighting bonﬁres, burning witches, wearing masks; Qing Ming –
visiting the cemetery and sweeping the graves; Hungry Ghost –
offering food and gifts for the dead, burning paper money and
incense etc. Encourage pupils to use some of the vocabulary they
have encountered already in the lesson to describe what they can
see. In this way they can begin to identify some links between
Hallowe’en and other festivals.
Get learners to do some internet-based research on one or more
of these other festivals, discovering key fact and comparisons with
Hallowe’en. They could either look at one that relates speciﬁcally
to the language they are learning or – and this would really allow
them to make some cross cultural links – divide them into groups,
each one looking at a different festival (this activity has the
potential to extend beyond one lesson period).
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