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WAITING
WHY ARE WE

With a new school year only just beginning, 
is this really the right time to think about
revision? Sir Mark Grundy rather thinks it is...

ADVICE | REVISION

Revision is a word that tends to conjure up images of
stressed young people working against the clock,
unrealistic timetables, and teaching methods that are less
than inspiring. No one can argue with the idea that last
minute cramming is far from ideal, but is it possible that

we should be going further in our thinking? What might happen if we
were to stop looking at revision as some sort of short term ‘vitamin
supplement’ and start considering it as part of a balanced diet
throughout the school year? 

Recent research undertaken by O2 Learn shows that 76% of young
people start revision four weeks or less in advance of exams and of
those, 20% wait until seven days or less before a test to begin
consolidating their learning
in preparation. This is
sobering news and
demonstrates how easy it is
for students and their
teachers alike to assume that
revision should start at a fixed
point in the school year. >
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Flip Charter
At my own school (Shireland Collegiate Academy) we are
creating a new structure that will embed revision, or
reinforcement, as I prefer to call it, throughout the whole
school year. The structure we’re using to support this is the
flipped classroom teaching approach, which turns the general
model of classroom-based teaching and learning on its head. 

The idea of this methodology is that it locates teaching as
something that happens outside the classroom. Students
are given the material that they’d normally cover in a lesson
in a form they can access independently. The stimulus
media might include videos, powerpoints, podcasts, etc. and
the student is asked to consume the material and to identify
the areas where they struggle or are unclear.

Within the flipped classroom, the teacher guides and
facilitates learning rather than acting as an instructor. So
the application of what has been learnt by the student
happens here, with the educator helping learners to
consolidate their understanding and further explore a
subject. In a traditional model, of course, this would
typically be set as homework.

This approach allows face-to-face time to be used for
richer interactive learning and reinforcement activities in
which students apply what they’ve learnt outside the
classroom at a deeper level. It helps students to understand
their own strengths and weaknesses and to get immediate
feedback rather than wait for homework to be marked.

This new structure should allow revision to become an
intrinsic part of the learning process throughout the school
year. Instead of starting at a fixed point – be that earlier or
later – it will simply and naturally take place from the
outset, providing students with on-going support.

Peer Power
The O2 Learn research also identifies that students are
relying heavily on notes from class to support their exam
preparation. This encourages revision to be ‘end loaded’ and
to focus on last minute cramming. To address this we are
building an online library of resources that is available to
learners throughout the year whenever they want to revise
and reinforce their learning. These are hosted on our
Learning Gateway and can be accessed by students at
school and at home. 

A challenge here is to motivate students to use the library.
We’ve invested a great deal in home grown teacher
resources to help with this. Students love the authenticity of
these, which brings together guidance from a whole range of
educational professionals that they know – the people who
work with our pupils every day and
understand how they learn.

We’ve also tasked our students to
work with teachers to co-create
resource collections that can be used
throughout the year to support
revision. This joint ownership has
really driven student engagement
and so far year 11 students have
produced furtheryourmaths.co.uk
and furtheryourenglish.co.uk. These
sites bring together collections of
resources created by the young
people themselves. They focus on
the topics that the students have
found difficult and that their peers
are therefore also most likely to 
need help with.

The students themselves have
largely determined the organisation
of resources on the sites. We find this
makes them more attractive to our
young learners, and they have a more
intuitive design that makes it easier
for them to find what they want.

STATS 
ATTACK

76%
OF YOUNG PEOPLE START
REVISION, ON AVERAGE,
FOUR WEEKS OR LESS IN
ADVANCE OF A TEST

86%
OF PARENTS THESE DAYS
ARE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN
THEIR CHILD’S REVISION

58%
OF ADULTS RECALL HAVING
NO PARENTAL
INVOLVEMENT AT ALL FOR
THEIR OWN REVISION

83%
OF PUPILS REVISE WITH
NOTES FROM CLASS, AND
77% USE PRACTICE PAPERS.
ONLY 32% TRY ONLINE
STUDY GUIDES, AND JUST
12% TURN TO ONLINE
VIDEOS 

DATA BASED ON THREE
SURVEYS CONDUCTED BY
EDCOMS FOR O2 LEARN:
ONE WITH 1,000 14-16S
ACROSS THE UK; ONE WITH
1,000 PARENTS OF 14-16S
ACROSS THE UK; AND 
ONE WITH A SAMPLE OF
AROUND 400 TEACHERS
REGISTERED WITH 
O2 LEARN.

THE BIGGER PICTURE
One final reason not to leave revision to the last minute relates to

memory and was also cited in the O2 Learn research, which suggests

that spacing out smaller chunks of learning over time, and ‘interleaving’

different topics with each other, can be more effective than ‘massing’

learning together in one large amount, or trying to learn by ‘cramming’.

This move away from a traditional model of pre-exam revision can

cause students to feel they will forget information in the long term, but

the research points out that its actually the effort that must be made to

recall the information that facilitates true learning. So, by including

‘revision’ from the beginning, and encouraging it to be considered and

experienced as an ongoing process there is simply more time for

students to recall what they learn, which should offer everyone a truly

balanced – and effective – diet for the year.
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