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What | leamnt 3

at SCHOOL

TV presenter, journalist, campaigner and general
tech-head Maggie Philbin is determined to open up
doors for young people that remained firmly closed
during her own secondary education

ike most people of my age, where
I'went to secondary school
depended on one thing above all
else: the dreaded 11+. To this day |
can remember taking that exam. We had
to travel to another school and a teacher
tried to ease our nerves by playing ‘Simon

N

D&T, are being sidelined, with the result
that young people are still leaving full
time education unaware of all the
amazing things they could do with the
rest of their lives.

It's this need to connect children with
the outside world while they’re still at

- Says’ with us. We were nervous, too — at school that has inspired my work with
_least, | certainly was. There was a definite TeenTech. We organise interactive —
A sense of pressure on us, and although we * ABOUT science and engineering events for
. ——didn’t really understand why, we knew AUTH OR teenagers —giving themreal, immersive ——
how important it was that we passed. My learning opportunities that help them
I dad had had me practising mental MAGGIE PHILBIN HAS understand how they could get involved 7?__,
- arithmetic for weeks beforehand — neither WORKED IN RADIO AND in technology as a builder and creator,
| he nor my mum went to university, and TELEVISION FOR 30 YEARS rather than just as a passive consumer. ]
they were both keen that | should make 2,008 DE VIR F Young people are marvellous — if they
T o SCIENCE, MEDICAL AND p
- the most of my opportunities. TECHNOLOGY have a goal, then they have an immense
L PROGRAMMES, AND IS A capacity to plug away at dull, tough
_ As it happened, | did pass, which enabled CO-FOUNDER OF subjects in order to attain it. But they
e L _me to attend Evington Hall in Leicester TEENTECH, WHICH need to make that connection, to see
(the name changed to St Paul’s while | was ORGANISES EVENTS TO people actually doing something. It's no
~——there)- It was-an-all-girls convent grammar HELP YOUNG PEOPLE accident that many of the kids who-do-go
= at the time, and while | know that you do REALISE THE CAREER into STEM-based careers tend to have
T hear some horrendous stories from POTENTIAL OF parents or other relatives who are —f
people who had a Catholic education, | SIEFEUEIECT already in the relevant industry. | don’t 3
L SHE WILL BE TALKING ABOUT X —
- have to say that for thg mgst part, my. HOWTO GET YOUNG PEOPLE want those ch|lf:lren who have the
| teachers were fantastic. Sister Catherine, INVOLVED IN STEM potential to be innovators of the future —
. the head teacher, was terrific, in fact. She SUBJECTS AT THE but don’t happen to have a family
| was very aspirational for all of the girls, and EDUCATION INNOVATION member to inspire them — to miss out.
- we were encouraged to aim high. SHOW AT MANCHESTER For a long while at school, | was the pa—
| That being said, though, the outlook we CENTRAL ON MARCH 8-9. kind of student who was very good |
Y e} were given on the world was very narrow. indeed at certain subjects, but below A
L_4 - If you were good at science, then naturally you would average at the others — because when anything —
work towards becoming a doctor or a vet; there was no required a bit of effort, | would just kind of busk my way I
r—mention of, for exampte, engineering, orany of the through. It wasn’t untit t was in- my O-level year that a BE—
~ other interesting paths that were there to be explored. new French teacher took me to one side and told me M
[ If, like me, you struggled with something like chemistry, with simple certainty that | was capable of so much 1
well then you were siphoned off into humanities and the more, if | would only try. It sounds obvious now, but
| arts, even if you were brilliant at maths or physics. The then, it was a revelation. | left school with three As at Ll
| emphasis was firmly on academic excellence, and the A-level, and | wouldn’t have done that without her. |
\ real world of work and business was kept away. And That’s when education is at its best — when someone Ll
| the truth is, | think this separation is still a problem in believes in you and you suddenly realise you are — |
schools today. Money has been removed from careers capable of so much more than you’d previously —
) education; the focus is on GCSE achievement, believed. It happens all the time at TeenTech events; ——
especially in English and maths; and non EBacc kids who don’t normally excel, excel. And the thrill both F
~subjects that bring a practical element to learning;, like they and tget fromthat is immense, every single time. —
S £l
P

SUBSCRIBE AT TEACHSECONDARY.COM 21




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 600
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 600
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


